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leakages of Overactive Bladder (OAB) patients with urge
incontinence. METHODS: A questionnaire was adminis-
tered to 388 patients identified in six areas in Italy. This
questionnaire was divided into 3 sections: socio-eco-
nomic characteristics and severity of symptoms; health
related quality of life; close-ended Contingent Valuation
question about the prices of a drug and the reduction of
symptoms on a monthly base. The answers were ana-
lyzed by regression analysis, both with a univariate and a
multivariate logistic model. A stepwise procedure was
used to select the variables affecting the probability to
answer yes to the WTP question. RESULTS: The final re-
gression model included the price, sex, income and vital-
ity as significant independent variables. The mean WTP
per month based on the final logistic model was Lit.
229.000 ($US115) for men and Lit. 153.000 ($US77) for
women; the median WTP was Lit. 220.000 ($US110) for
men and Lit. 132.000 ($US66) for women. CONCLU-
SION: The patients with incontinence problems are will-
ing to pay amounts higher than any drug therapy cost
available on the market for a reduction in the number of
micturitions and leakages. Furthermore, vitality was the
highly correlated factor between health related quality of
life parameters.
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OBJECTIVE: The aim of this study is to compare health
care workers’ perceptions on the quality of life (QoL) af-
ter renal transplantation (RTX) with expectations of
RTX candidates and actual QoL of RTX patients.
METHODS: A comparative study design was used for
the comparison of health care workers’ perceived and pa-
tients’ expected and actual QoL after RTX. The EQ-5D
self-report questionnaire was used as QoL measure.
Health state descriptions as well as valuations on a visual
analogue scale (VAS) were collected. Sixty-two RTX can-
didates were surveyed and followed longitudinally from
November 1999 until May 2000. Twelve patients were
transplanted and surveyed again two weeks after dis-
charge from hospital. All health care workers (N  123)
had regular contact with dialysis or RTX patients. “Raw”
VAS scores were analysed as well as EQ index scores as-
signed to health state descriptions from patients and
health care workers. Given the non-normality of the
data, non-parametric tests were used for statistical analy-
ses. RESULTS: Preliminary results show that health care
workers’ perceptions on QoL after RTX were signifi-
cantly lower than patients’ expectations (P  0.0005).
Two weeks after discharge, the twelve transplanted pa-
tients showed moderate improvement in VAS scores for
actual health pre- to post-transplantation (P  0.05).
Pre-transplant QoL expectations were not (yet?) fulfilled
for most patients. Finally, transplant nurses’ valuations
were closer to patients’ actual QoL after transplantation
(P  0.20) than nurses’ on other wards. CONCLU-
SIONS: The preliminary results are based on a small
sample of patients. As patients will be followed-up fur-
ther in the future (at 4, 8 and 12 months after RTX) and
more patients will be included, more results will be avail-
able to show how patients’ actual QoL evolves after RTX
and how this evolution compares to their expectations
before transplantation. These results will be presented at
the meeting.
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OBJECTIVES: To study the cost-effectiveness of Helico-
bacter pylori eradication therapy on patients receiving
NSAID treatment for musculoskeletal pain from the per-
spective of a public health organization. A randomized,
controlled clinical trial was conducted previously in a
teaching hospital in Hong Kong and it showed positive
effects of H. pylori eradication therapy in the prevention
of NSAID-induced peptic ulcers. METHODS: A decision
tree was designed to analyse the cost-effectiveness of H.
pylori eradication in the prevention of NSAID-induced
peptic ulcers. Probabilities and costs data were estimated
from the randomized controlled clinical trial. Patients
with musculoskeletal disorders and H. pylori infection
but no pre-existing ulcers were randomly assigned to
naproxen alone (750mg od) for 8 weeks or a 1-week
treatment of triple therapy (bismuth subcitrate 120mg,
tetracycline 500mg, metronidazole 400mg, po qid) be-
fore naproxen 750mg od. Endoscopic assessment was
performed after 8 weeks of NSAID treatment. The primary
endpoint was endoscopy-confirmed gastric or duodenal
ulcers. The targeted direct medical costs included the cost
for H. pylori eradication and the cost for peptic ulcer
management. RESULTS: One hundred patients were re-
cruited and 92 completed the trial (47 in the naproxen
group and 45 in the triple-therapy group). The medical
records of the 92 patients who completed the study were
reviewed. Three of the 45 patients (7%) in the triple-ther-
apy group and 12 of 47 patients (26%) in the naproxen
group developed peptic ulcers. The total direct medical
costs (including costs of peptic ulcer management) per
patients for the triple-therapy group and naproxen group
